
“A seminarian’s life is no longer his own” is a poignant quote from a book that 
I read in my first year as a seminarian. It is a phrase which three years later 
continues to ring true in my ears. Our time as seminarians involves a slow 
acceptance of this phrase and a truthful journey towards embracing it. We 
come to realise that through this divine call to enter the priesthood of Jesus 
Christ we do very much depart from the notion of what we want to do and free 
fall into the unknown realm of what God wants us to do.

This free fall can be frightening at times, yet with a deepening prayer life and 
a growing appreciation and love of God, His Church and Her people, it can 
be undertaken with arms wide open. This is why our time in the seminary 
is one of developing our interior life both spiritually and intellectually. It was 
said that many years ago Mother Teresa of Calcutta, when in Australia and 
visiting Corpus Christi College, implored the seminarians to remain in the 
seminary as long as they can to build up their knowledge and to strengthen 
their relationship with Christ. 

The seminarians of Corpus Christi College do honestly believe that the Lord 
has put us in this seminary for a reason. Whether that is to become future 
priests or whether He directs us along another path, His presence within it 
all positively contributes to this period of priestly training and continues to 
strengthen us as we come to know our true identities as Catholics.

In this edition of Vivere you will find an update on the current construction 
works happening at the seminary, a snap shot of our latest number of students 
and information about our upcoming feast day and the celebrations that will be 
taking place. We have also decided to focus on pastoral works that seminarians 
have undertaken in recent times. 

Please continue to pray for us as we work hard to become your holy priests. 

BRENDAN LINDSAY
EDITOR 
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It is not often that a Seminary finds itself in a situation where it suddenly needs 
to expand it’s structures. However, with the growth in vocations and the steadily 
rising number of men discerning a vocation to the priesthood, that is the very 
situation Corpus Christi has found itself in. Over the last decade and a half, 
the number of students coming through the gates of Corpus Christi College 
has grown and in order to keep ahead of the expanding student population, 
the buildings have needed to grow to accommodate. In order to ensure that 
we can welcome and find room for those willing to take up the call to serve, 
the Seminary has needed to call upon the help of the wider community for 
financial aid.

The response we received was overwhelming and with the grateful help of so 
many generous benefactors from the Catholic community who have taken up 
our call for help, building works for the eight extra rooms on the seminary 
began early this year. However, the building works are not simply confined 

to the extra rooms to be built on the second floor of the building known as 
‘Borromeo’ (after St Charles Borromeo and affectionately known as ‘B Block’ 
within the community). It has become apparent that new air-conditioning and 
repairs are also needed. Works are progressing well and so far each week it 
seems the future rooms are taking greater shape and progress is being made 
swiftly. 

While living in the midst of a renovation is sometimes difficult, those working 
on the building works have been very accommodating of the needs of the 
community. As the building works continue, we commend to your prayers 
all those currently working on this project and the many benefactors whose 
generosity has made it possible.

NATHAN RAWLINS
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